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WELCOME TO SOUTHERN METHODIST UNIVERSITY
DEDMAN SCHOOL OF LAW
Southern Methodist University was founded in l,9L I and opened in 1915. SMU School
of Law was established in February 1925. It is a member of the Association of American
Law Schools and is approved by the Section of Legal Education and Admissions to the Bar
of the American Bar Association.
The first Law School class graduated in 1928 with ll members. This, the 90'h gradu-
ating class, consists of 230 candidates for the Juris Doctor degree, ó candidates for the
combined degree of luris Doctor and Master of Business Administration, 2 candidates
for the Doctor of the Science of Law degree, 43 candidates for the Master of Laws degree
(Comparative and International), 12 candidates for the Master of Laws degree (Taxation),
and 3 candidates for the Master of Laws degree (General).
Highlighting the celebration of its 75'h year, SMU School of Law was named Dedman
School of Law in 2001 in honor of Dallas benefactors Nancy and Robert lI. Dedman, Sr.,
and their family.
With more than 15,000 graduates, SMU Dedman School of Lawhas a national and
international reputation of training prominent lawyers in both law and business. SMU
Dedman Law provides unparalleled connections to the thriving legal and business com-
munity in the Dallas Metroplex. The school draws students from more than 90 colleges
and universities.
The Law School curriculum is steeped in the basics of a rigorous legal education and
enriched through extensive experiential learning opportunities. Beginning in the first year,
J.D. students are exposed to a broad spectrum ofcourses designed to teach the fundamental
skills oflegal analysis and client representation. Students have direct, personal access to an
award-winning faculty. Also, the Law School maintains a close working relationship with
the Dallas legal community, whose members teach seminar classes in specialized areas. The
depth and quality of the curriculum in such areas as business and corporate law, international
law, intellectual property, and family law and advocacy provide students with the knowledge
and training required to practice law in any part ofthe country.
SMU Dedman School of Law also offers the Master of Laws (LL.M.) degree and the
Doctor of the Science of Law (S.l.D.) degree to a select group of highly qualified interna-
tional and domestic lawyers. Dating back to 1949, SMU was one of the first law schools in
the United States to establish a program in international and comparative law To date, more
than 2,000 lawyers from 80 countries have earned an LL.M. or S.J.D. degree from SMU.
The Law School Quadrangle consists of four buildings surrounding a beautiful courtyard.
Storey Hall houses the faculty and administrative offices, the Legal Clinics, the office of
Student Affairs, and the Registrar. Carr Collins Hall contains the Godwin Gruber Lawyers
Inn, seminar classrooms, a student lounge, and the offices ofAdmissions, Career Services,
the Academic Success and Public Service Program, and the Graduate and International
Programs. Florence Hall is the main classroom building. Underwood Law Library boasts
more than óó0,000 volumes and is the largest private law library in the Southwest. The
Hillcrest Foundation Courtroom in Underwood functions as a grand appellate courtroom
and classroom. The Walsh classroom in Underwood also functions as a courtroom and









PROCESSION OF DEGREE CANDIDATES
The øød.ience will be seøted. d.øring the þrocessionøL.
Standard Bearer for Dedman School of Law
Offìcers of the Student Bar fusociation
Candidates for the Degree of Doctor of the Science of Law
Candidates for the Degree of Master of Laws
(Comparative and International Law)
Candidates for the Degree of Master of Laws (General)
and Master of Laws (Taxation)
Candidates for the Degree of Juris Doctor
FANFARE
TRUMPETTUNE
pRocESsIoN oF FACULTY, OFFICERS OF THE UNr\aERSITYAND GUESTS
Faculty Marshal for Dedman School of Law
Alumni Relatives of the Degree Candidates
Professional Staff of Dedman School of Law
fusociate and fusistant Deans of Dedman School of Law
Faculty of Dedman School of I-aw
Senior fusociate Dean of Dedman School of Law
Dean of Dedman School of Law
Ilonorary Guests




Ashlyn Taylor Scott, Student Bar Association Vice President, Juris Doctor Candidate
GREETiNGS
fennifer M. Collins, 8.,A'., J.D., Judge lames Noel Dean and Professor of Law






OPENING REMARKS AND INTRODUCTION OF THE SPEAKER
Steven C. Currall, 8.A'., M.Sc., Ph.D., Provost and Vice President for Academic Affairs of SMU
COMMENCEMENTADDRESS




PRESENTATION OF THE DR. DON M. SMARTAWARD
Kenneth Banks Haesly, II, Student Bar Association President, luris Doctor Candidate
PRESENTATION OF THE JOHN E. KENNEDY MEMORIAL SCHOIARSHIPS
Dean Collins
PRESENTATION OF THE SARAH McQUILLEN TRANAWARD
Dean Collins
FANFARE 'Wasson
HOODING OF CANDIDATES FORTHE DEGREE OF DOCTOROF THE SCIENCE OF I-{W
Introduction
Martin L. Camp, 8.4., J.D., Assistant Dean for Graduate and International Programs
HOODING OF CANDIDATES FORTHE DEGREE OF MASTER OF LAWS
(COMPARAITVE AND INTERNATTONAL r.{W)
Introduction
Martin L. Camp
HOODING OF CANDTDATES FORTHE DEGREE OF MASTEROF IAWS (GENERAL)
AND MASTEROF IAWS (TAXATTON)
Introduction
Martin L. Camp
HOODING OF CANDIDATES FORTHE DEGREE OF JURIS DOCTOR
Introduction















































































































































































The Ord.er of the Coif
Katherine Elizabeth Geddes Brett Enoch Moore








The Nøtionøl Ord.er of Bøn'istels is a. nø.tilnø.l honorøry society thø.t recngnizesgrøduøting
stød'ents who høve excelled. in rnoot court, mnch triø,l û.nd. other ødtocøcy prlgrø.rlts, ønd stttdents
who høye rnøde ø tþnifi.cønt cln*ibottiln t0 the Løw School\ ød.ttocøcy þrogrøm.
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DEGREE OF MASTEROF I-{WS CONFERRED




























DEGREE OF DOCTOR OF THE SCIENCE OF LAW CONFERRED
May 20,2017
Moaath Almotairi
DEGREE OF MASTEROF I-{WS CONFERRED






















































































































































































































































































CANDIDATES FORDEGREE OF DOCTOROF THE SCIBNCE OF I.{W
August 2017
ThamerAlsalem MohammadAlshalfan
CANDIDATES FORDEGREE OF MASTEROF I.{WS
Compørøtive ønd. Internøtionøl Løw
August 2017
Muna Fahad M. Almusharraf Ahmad Rateb Salman
CANDIDATES FORDEGREB OF JURTS DOCTOR
August 2017
Ebrahem Mohammad S. Alhoqel







PRO BONO HONOR ROLL
Since 199ó, SMU Dedman School of Law students have been required to complete
a minimum of 30 hours of law-related public service to be eligible to graduate. These
hours must be uncompensated and not for academic credit. From the program's incep-
tion, our students have displayed their passion for public service, and each year they sub-
stantially exceed the minimum requirement. We are delighted to report that our class of
2017,which includes graduates from August 20Ió, December 2016, and May 2OI7 per-
formed a total of 19,337 hours of public service, for an average of 82 hours per student.
As a result, over the last 2l years, SMU Dedman law students have volunteered more
than 252,337 hours in law-related efforts to assist the underserved in our community.
We congratulate the following graduates who volunteered 200 or more hours





Daniel Evan Currie 
- 
550 hours
Disability Rights Texas; Dallas CASA;
and Children at Risk
Tiffany D. Clark 
- 
528 hours
Mclennan County District Attomey's Ofïìce;
Advocates for Community Transformation;
and Dallas County DistrictAttomey's Offrce
Sarah Elizabeth Sible 
- 
448 hours
United States Attorney's OfÏìce; Tanant
County District Attorney's Offrce; and




Dallas County District Attomey's Oflice
and Harris County District Attorney's Oflìce
Catherine Chlebowski * 380.5 hours
Ofüce ofthe Attorney General ofTexas
Rebekah Rae Dall'Asen 
- 
358.25 hours
Collin County District Attomey's Offrce
Chase T. Hilton 
- 
350 hours
United States Attorney's Office, Westem
District ofLouisiana
LaShunta D. Holmes 
- 
320 hours
Harris County District Attorney's Office
Judith A. Rota 
- 
320 hours
International Rescue Committee; The Clemency
Project 2014; Equal Employment Opportunity Com-
mission; and the United States Department of Labor,
Office of the Solicitor
Kenneth B. Haesly, II 
- 
305 hours
United States Navy JAG Corps
Grace Ann Whiteside 
- 
297 hours
City of Plano, Municipal Prosecution Division
Ashley Brooke Albert Norton 
- 
284 hours
SMU Law Criminal Clinic
Ashley E. Jones * 262 hours
United States Attomey's Offrce, Eastem
District of Texas
Christopher Amold Matthews 
- 
249 hours
Mosaic Family Services and Legal Aid
of Northwest Texas in Waxahachie
Courtney Anne Capshaw 
- 
242.75 hours
SMU Criminal Clinic and Dallas CASA
Carolyn E. Perry 
- 
242.5 hours
Dallas County Public Defender's Office
Jin Seock Shin 
- 
237.5 hours
First Liberty Institute and Human Rights Initiative
Monica Izabella Harasim 
- 
234 hours
United States Department of Labot Office of
the Solicitor and Dallas Volunteer Attorney Program
Rachel D. Elkin 
- 
230 hours
Jane's Due Process and Human Rights Initiative




Dallas County Public Defender's Office
Zane M. Raphael 
-224hours
Dallas County District Attomey's Offrce




Ashley W. Yen 
- 
21 8 hours
Mosaic Family Services; Advocates for Community
Transformation; Legal Aid of Northwest Texas;




Office of the Attomey General of Texas;
Dallas County District Attomey's Office;
and The Clemency Project 2014
Rachel Noel Rizzieri 
- 
210.5 hours





Mlliam Matt Hortenstine 
- 
210 hours
Dallas County District Attomey's Office
Joshua T. Smith 
- 
208 hours
Dallas County District Attomey's Office




Nicole Patricia Herminghaus 
- 
203 hours
SMU Law Criminal Clinic and Dallas
County District Attorney's Ofüce
Brennwyn B. Romano 
- 
202 hours
United States DepaÍment ofHousing and Urban
Development and Plano City Attorney's Ofäce
Charles M. Wilson IV 
- 
202 hours
Plano CityAttomey's Ofüce and Office oftheAttomey
General ofTexas
May Elizabeth Crockett 
- 
201 hours
Houston Volunteer Lawyers and Dallas
Volunteer Attomey Program
Diana K. Milbourn- 201 hours
Dallas County Probate Courts and




Dallas County District Attorney's Ofhce;
Collin County DistrictAttomey's Office;
and Dallas Volunteer Attomey Program
Alstyn Bronte Bennett 
- 
200 hours
SMU Law Criminal Clinic
Chelsea Erin McHenry 
- 
200 hours
Dallas Kids Project and Dallas County
District Attomey's Offrce





Hanis County District Attomey's Ofïice
t-
F,{CULTY MARSHAL
Peter Winship, 4.8., LL.B., LL.M., f .S.D. candidate, James Cleo Thompson, Sr., Professor
and Professor ofLaw
LL.M. FACULTY HOODERS*
Gregory S. Crespi, 8.S., M.S., Ph.D., J.D., Flomer R. Mitchell Endowed Professor in
Commercial and Insurance Law, and Professor of Law
Christopher F{. Flanna, 8.S., I.D., LL.M., Alan D. Feld Endowed Professor of Law and
Altshuler Distinguished Teaching Professor
]oseph Norton,,A..B., LL.B., LL.M., S.I.D., Diplôme (droit privé), D.Phil., LL.D. (hc),
LL.D., ]ames L. Walsh Distinguished Faculty Fellow and Professor in
Financial Institutions Law
I.D. FACULTY HOODERS*
Maureen N. Armour, 8.4., M.S.W., 1.D., Co-Director of Civil Clinic
and Associate Professor of Law
William ]. Bridge, B.S.F.S., ].D., Associate Professor of Law
|effrey Kahn, 8.,4.., M.Phil., D.Phil., |.D., Professor of Law
C. Paul Rogers, III, 8.4., J.D., LL.M., Marilyn |eanne Johnson Distinguished Faculty Fellow,
Professor of Law, and Former Dean
* Merøbørs of the grødøøting cløs wte 0n the selectiln of the Føcølty Hood.ers
OFFICERS OF THE UNIVERSITY
R. Gerald Turner, President
Steven C. Currall, Provost and Vice President for Academic Affairs
Brad E. Cheves, Vice President for Development and External Affairs
Christine C. Regis, Treasurer and Chief Investment Officer, ød, interirn
Harold W. Stanleg Vice President for Executive Affairs
|oanne Vogel, Vice President for Student Affairs, ød. interirn
Paul J. Ward, Vice President for Legal Affairs and Governmental Relations,
General Counsel and Secretary
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FACULTY OF SOUTHERN METHODIST UNIVERSITY
DEDMAN SCHOOL OF LAW
Roy Ryden Anderson, B.A'., 1.D., LL.M., Vinson & Elkins Distinguished Teaching Fellow
and Professor oflaw
Maureen N. Armour, 8.4., M.S.W., |.D., Co-Director of Civil Clinic
and Associate Professor of Law
Lackland H. Bloom, lr., 8.4., J.D., Larry and lane Harlan Senior Research Fellow and
Professor ofLaw
William J. Bridge, B.S.F.S., ].D., Associate Professor of Law
Brook Busbee, B.A.S., /.D., Adjunct Clinical Professor of Law, Criminal Clinic
The Honorable Don Bush, B.4., J.D., LL.M., Judicial Faculry
Cheryl Nelson Butler,A'.8., J.D., Assistant Professor of Law
Regis W. Campfield, B.B.A., LL.B., Professor of Law Emeritøs and Marilyn leanne lohnson
Distinguished Law Faculty Fellow Erueritøs
Beverþ M. Carl, B.S.L., J.D., LL.M., Professor Emeritøs of Law
Dale Carpenter, 8.4., LL.B., Judge William Hawley Atwell Chair of Constitutional Law and
Professor ofLaw
Michaela Conway Cashen, 8.4., I.D., Senior Lecturer in Law
Eric Cedillo, 8.4., 1.D., Adjunct Clinical Professor of Law, Consumer Advocacy Project,
and Civil Clinic
David Cho, 8.S., J.D., Adjunct Clinical Professor of Law, Trademark Clinic
Anthony l. Colangelo, 8.4., I.D., LL.M., I.S.D., Gerald l. Ford Research Fellow and
Professor ofLaw
James W. Coleman, 8.4., J.D., Assistant Professor of Law
/ennifer M. Collins, 8.A.., J.D., ludge lames Noel Dean and Professor of Law
Nathan Cortez, B.4., J.D., Associate Dean for Research, Adelfa Botello Callejo Endowed
Professor of Law in Leadership and Latino Studies, and Gerald ]. Ford Research Fellow
Gregory S. Crespi, 8.S., M.S., Ph.D., J.D., llomer R. Mitchell Endowed Professor in
Commercial and Insurance Law, and Professor of Law
Ruth A. Cross, B.4., J.D., Director of Legal Research, Writing and Advocacy Program,
and Senior Lecturer in Law
Gail M. Dalg 8.4., M.4., J.D., Professor Emeritøs of Law
David E. DePianto, 8.4., J.D., Ph.D., Assistant Professor of Law
William V. Dorsaneo III, 8.4., |.D., Chief Justice John and Iæna Hickman Distinguished
Faculry Fellow and Professor ofLaw
Beverly Caro Duréus, 8.4., J.D., Th.M., D. Min., Senior Lecturer in Law
Linda S. Eads, 8.4., 1.D., Associate Professor of Law
The Honorable Robert M. Fillmore, B.G.S., J.D., /udicial Faculty
The Honorable Allen |oe Fish, 8.A'., LL.B., Iudicial Faculty
15
-lulie P. Forrester, B.S.E.E., /.D., fusociate Provost, Professor of Law, and Former Dean
ød. interim
]effrey M. Gaba, 8.4., J.D., M.P.H., M.D. Anderson Foundation Endowed Professor
in Health Law
The Honorable Dennise Garcia, B.S., 8.4., ).D., Judicial Faculty
Bryan A. Garner, 8.A.., I.D., Distinguished Research Professor of Law
/oanna L. Grossman, 8.4., J.D., Ellen K. Solender Endowed Chair in Women and the Law
and Professor ofLaw
The Honorable H. DeWayne Flale, 8.S., J.D., Judicial Faculty
Sally C. Helppie, 8.4., J.D., Adjunct Clinical Professor of Laq Small Business and
Trademark Clinic
The Honorable Robert M. Fillmore, B.G.S., ).D., )udicial Faculty
Christopher F{. Flanna, 8.S., J.D., LL.M., Alan D. Feld Endowed Professor of Law and
Altshuler Distinguished Teaching Professor
Grant M. Hayden, 8.A.., M.4., J.D., Professor of Law
Patricia S. Heard, B.B.A., 1.D., Senior Lecturer in Law
Marc Hubbard, 8.S., j.D., Adjunct Clinical Professor of Law, Patent Clinic
JoAnn A. Hubbard, 8.S., J.D., Senior Lecturer in Law
Gregory L. Ivy, B.B.A., M.4., I.D., Associate Dean for Library & Technology and
Senior Lecturer in Law
Christopher M. ]enks, 8.S., J.D., LL.M., LL.M., Ph.D. candidare, Direcror of the Criminal
Clinic and Assistant Professor of Law
Larry lones, B.B.A., J.D., LL.M., Adjunct Clinical Professor of Law, Federal Tax Clinic
Jeffrey Kahn, 8.A'., M.Phil., D.Phil., J.D., Professor of Law
Ndiva Kofele-Kale,8.4., M.4., Ph.D., J.D., Professor Emeritasof Laiw
Henry l. Lischer Jr., B.B.A., J.D., LL.M., Professor Emeritøs of Law
John S. Lowe, 8.4., LL.B., George W. Hutchison Chair in Energy Law and Professor of Law
George A. Martínez, 8..\., M.4., J.D., Professor of Law
Thomas Wm. Mayo, 8.4., J.D., Altshuler Distinguished Teaching Professor
and fusociate Professor of Law
Orþ Mazur, B.B.A., M.P.Acc, I.D., LL.M., Assistant Professor of Law
Mike McCollum, 8.4., /.D., Adjunct Clinical Professor of Law, Criminal Clinic
Charles J. Morris,A..8., LL.B., Professor Emeritøs of Law
Frederick C. Moss,4.8., J.D., LL.M., Professor Emeritøs of Law
/ohn J. Mylan, 8.S., J.D., LL.M., Professor Erneritøs of Law
Natalie Nanasi, 8.,{., J.D., Director of the )udge Elmo B. Flunter Legal Center for Victims
of Crimes Against Women and Assistant Professor of Law
Joseph Norton,4.8., LL.B., LL.M., S.I.D,, Diplôme (droit privé), D.Phil., LL.D. (hc),
LL.D., James L. Walsh Distinguished Faculty Fellow and Professor in Financial
Institutions Law
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The Honorable lames A. Nugent, 8.A,., J.D., /udicial Faculty
Victoria Palacios, J.D., fusociate Professor of Law
Kenneth L. Penegar, A..8., J.D., LL.M., Professor Erøeritøs of Law
The Honorable Kimberþ C. Priest )ohnson, B.B.A., M.S., J.D., Judicial Faculty
Chante Prox, 8.S., M.S., J.D., Director of the VanSickle Family Law Clinic and
læcturer in I¿w
The Honorable Irma C. Ramirez, 8.,A.., J.D., Judicial Faculty
Roark M. Reed, B.S., B,4., J.D., Professor Emeritøs of Law
W Keith Robinson, B.S.E., 1.D., Co-Director of the Tsai Center for Law, Science and Inno-
vation and Associate Professor of Law
C. Paul Rogers, III, 8.4., J.D., LL.M., Marilyn Jeanne Johnson Distinguished Faculty
Fellow, Professor of Law and Former Dean
Meghan Ryan,4.8., 1.D., Gerald J. Ford Research Fellow and fusociate Professor of Law
Eliot Shavin, 8.A'., J.D., Adjunct Clinical Professor of Law, Civil Clinic
Mary Spector, 8.,{., J.D., fusociate Dean for Clinics, Co-Director of Civil Clinic, Director of
the Consumer Advocacy Project, and Professor of I¿w
Walter W. Steele )r., LL.B., Professor Erøeritøs of Law
Marc I. Steinberg,,{'.8., J.D., LL.M., Rupert and Lillian Radford Chair in Law and
Professor ofLaw
Heather Stobaugh, 8.4., M.A'., |.D., Senior Lecrurer in Law
Diane M. Sumoski, 8.4., J.D., Director of the WW Caruth, ]r. Child Advocacy Clinic, Di-
rector of the W.W. Caruth, ]r. Institute for Children's Rights, and Iæcturer in Law
Joshua C. Tate, 8.4., M.4., M.Phil., J.D., Ph.D., fusociate Professor of Law
David O. Taylor, B.S., J.D., Co-Director of the Tsai Center for Law, Science and Innovation
and fusociate Professor of I¿w
Elizabeth G. Thornburg, 8.4., J.D., Senior Associate Dean for Academic Affairs, Altshuler
Distinguished Teaching Professor, and Richard R. Lee Endowed Professor of l,aw
Jenia Iontcheva Turner, 8.4., J.D., Amy Abboud Ware Centennial Professor in Criminal Law
and Professor ofLaw
Jonni Walls, 8.,A'., J.D., Senior Læcturer in Law
jessica Dixon Weaver, 8.A.., I.D., fusociate Professor of Law
Harvey Wingo, B.4., M.4., J.D., Vinson and Elkins Distinguished Teaching Fellow Erneritas
and Professor Erneritøs of Law
Peter Winship, 4.8., LL.B., LL.M., J.S.D. candidare , ]ames Cleo Thompson, Sr., Professor
and Professor ofLaw
Christopher Young, 8.,A'., 1.D., Adjunct Clinical Professor of Law, Innocence Clinic
t7
-DEDMAN SCHOOL OF LAW ADMINISTRATION
lennifer M. Collins, 8.4., J.D., ]udge ]ames Noel Dean and Professor of Law
Elizabeth G. Thornburg, 8.4., 1.D., Senior Associate Dean for Academic Affairs, Altshuler
Distinguished Teaching Professor, and Richard R. Lee Endowed Professor of Law
Mary Spector, 8.4., J.D., Associate Dean for Clinics, Co-Director of Civil Clinic, Director of
the Consumer Advocacy Project, and Professor of Law
Nathan Cortez, B.4., J.D., Associate Dean for Research, Adelfa Botello Callejo Endowed
Professor of Law in Leadership and Latino Studies, and Gerald ]. Ford Research Fellow
Gregory L. h,y, B.B.A., M.4., /.D., Associate Dean for Library & Technology and
Senior Lecturer in Law
Marrin L. Camp, 8.4., J.D., Assistant Dean for Graduate and International Programs
Iill Nikirk, 8.4., J.D., Assistant Dean of Admissions
Becca Henle¡ 8.4., J.D., Assistant Dean for Administration
Karen C. Sargent, B.B.A., |.D., Assistant Dean and Executive Director for Career Services
Stephen B. Yeager, B.B.A., J.D., Assistant Dean for Student Affairs
Anne G. Beard, B.4., M.B.A., Director of Development
Laura G. Burstein, 8.4., J.D., Director of Public Service and Academic Success
Roland C. Webb, 8.S., M.B.A., Director of Financial Services
Lynn M. Dempsey B.B.A., Director of External Relations
Krisry A. Offenburger, 8.S., Director of Communications and Marketing
Michelle Ray 8.A'., ].D., Director of Admissions
Rey Rodriguez, B.B.A., ].D., Director of Career Services
Abby N. Ruth, 8.S., 1.D., Director of Alumni Relations
Linda A. Hale, 8.4., ].D., Director of Career Services
Tom Kimbrough, B.S.F.S., M.L.LS., |.D., Associate Director for Collection Development,
Underwood Law Library
Beth D. Lee, B.B.A., Associate Director for Career Services
Donna Wolff, M.L.S., 1.D., Acting Associate Director, Underwood Law Library
Laura Amberson, 8.S.. Registrar
Kimalee Grace, 8.S., Assistant Registrar
Wøter støtions øre locøted. ø,t 'trø,riluts points in the qaødrøngle. For yoør convenience, restrlrtn
føcil,ities øre locøted. on thegroønd. ønd.f.rst-floor letels of Storey Høll, Und.erwood. Løw Librøry ønd
Cøn Colkøs.
